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PRESS RELEASE

November 15th 2011
*******************************For immediate release*****************************

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR BATTERY HENS?
The British Hen Welfare Trust has issued an urgent plea to the public to re-home some hens for Christmas. 

From January 2012, the barren ‘battery’ cage will be abolished in the UK in line with the EU directive. As a result, hens will have to be removed from their barren cages by 31st December.  Most British egg farmers have already made the switch to enriched cages, but a further 2-4 million hens currently in barren cages will still be heading for slaughter this Christmas.  
The British Hen Welfare Trust, which has so far re-homed nearly 300,000 commercial laying hens, aims to educate the public about how they can make a difference to hen welfare, and encourages support for the British egg industry. It has already secured access to thousands of hens from farms in the run up to Christmas and is appealing to the public to provide homes for them.

With a network of volunteer co-ordinators across the UK, the charity will be holding a series of re-homing days over November and December in locations spanning from Cornwall to Northumberland in England, across into Wales.
Founder of the British Hen Welfare Trust Jane Howorth said: “Whilst it is great news that the era of barren cages is coming to an end, the sad news is that many of the hens who have lived all their life in barren cages will be sent to slaughter by Christmas, unless we can find homes for them.” 
More and more households are taking up hen-keeping as a hobby that all the family can enjoy. Giving a happy home to ex-battery hens can be particularly rewarding - from the pleasure of seeing the hens experience their first taste of sunshine and grass, to the joy of collecting freshly laid eggs!  Keeping hens requires time, but it isn’t difficult. The hens come fully vaccinated and the vast majority are healthy and laying reasonably well. The hens sometimes look a bit threadbare, but most people are surprised that the majority of birds don't look too bad and they usually start to re-feather within a few weeks. The hens are bred for docility and you will find they are gentle, endearing, inquisitive and very friendly. And they are hardy birds, so as long as a few simple steps are taken to ensure they have good weather protection, they are fine to be kept in the winter months. 

All you need is an outbuilding or chicken house or coop that is predator-proof, and a regular supply of food and water. The British Hen Welfare Trust’s Careline and website are on hand to offer information and guidance. 
Jane Howorth concluded: “If you are interested in re-homing some hens,we would love to hear from you. All our re-homing locations and dates can be found on our website. Christmas is traditionally a busy time for family festivities, and keeping hens isn’t at the forefront of people’s minds at this time of year. But consider it as a fun new hobby for Christmas for all the family. By adopting some hens, you will be giving them – and your family – the best Christmas present they have ever had!”

To find out more about re-homing, hen sponsorship and the benefits of free-ranging, please contact the British Hen Welfare Trust on:

email info@bhwt.org.uk , log on to www.bhwt.org.uk or tel: 01769 580310
************************************ENDS*********************************************
Notes to Editors:

To arrange interviews, email:
jane.keightley@bhwt.org.uk 
Tel:  07968 106039
Re-homing locations, Regional Co-ordinators & Provisional Hen Collection Dates
The information below is being updated constantly. Please check website for latest dates and information: 

http://www.bhwt.org.uk/cms/contact-us/
BRISTOL- Clapton in Gordano

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 7th and 13th December


CORNWALL - Camelford
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Michelle Boulton
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
	07901 107096
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

DEVON - Chulmleigh & Lapford 

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 26th November, 4th and 17th December


DORSET - Dorchester 
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Fi Gibson
	Monday- Friday 9.00am- 5.00pm
	01300 320722
	email

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday- Friday 9.00am- 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 10th December


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

ESSEX - Great Totham

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

HAMPSHIRE - Waterlooville

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Alice Moneypenny
	Initial contact via email please
	
	email

	Next Rehoming date  18th December


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

HEREFORDSHIRE
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date to be confirmed


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

HERTS- Thaxted, Dunmow /(Essex)

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	 Next Rehoming date to be confirmed


ISLE OF WIGHT
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

KENT- Biggin Hill
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

LANCASHIRE- Haslingden & Wigan

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Adele Hall
	initial contact via email please
	email

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming  date Haslingden 26th November, Wigan 3rd December


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

LINCOLNSHIRE - Castle Bytham

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next rehoming date 26th November


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

NORFOLK - King's Lynn
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Andy & Ali Beecroft
	Wednesday-Friday 7.00 - 8.30pm
	01553 636297
	email

	Jo Parker
	Monday &Tuesday 6.00 - 8.00pm
	07899 703406
	email

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 26th November


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Brackley
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next rehoming date 26th November


NORTHUMBERLAND - Stocksfield
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Marianne Halford
	Monday - Wednesday 11am - 4pm, Friday 9am - 4pm, Saturday 9am - 12 noon
	07968 865591
	email

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC

	
	
	
	


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

SCOTLAND - EAST CENTRAL

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Jim Duff
	Any day after 7pm
	07810 300399
	email

	Next Rehoming date to be confirmed


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

SHROPSHIRE - Oswestry

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 27th November

	
	
	
	


SOMERSET - Midsomer Norton
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date  26th November


SUFFOLK - Ipswich

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


SURREY - Guildford, Cranleigh

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date TBC


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

SUSSEX - Chichester

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Pam Hill
	Tuesday 7.00pm- 8.30pm and Wednesday 7.00pm- 8.30pm
	01243 825262
	email

	Next Rehoming date 18th December


WALES (South) - Gwernogle

Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date 30th November and 7th December


PLEASE REMEMBER ALL OUR CO-ORDINATORS WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND WILL TRY TO RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

WEST MIDLANDS - Allesley, Coventry

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming date  26th November
	
	
	


Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us: 

YORKSHIRE- York
Please ensure you have read our information on Caring for Hens and FAQs before you contact us:

	Hen Central Reservation Team
	Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
	01769 580310
	email

	Next Rehoming 26th November


British Hen Welfare Trust

North Parks

Chumleigh

Devon  
EX18 7EJ              

Registered Charity No. 1109060 
Tel: 01769 580310

Email: info@bhwt.org.uk
www.bhwt.org.uk












