
Hi Jo! 

I just wanted to send a quick email to thank you all so m
uch for the four 

gorgeous girls we adopted a few weeks ago. We took home three wonky hens and 

one fully fit one, and they have all thrived. Bessie with the lump on her head is 

doing great; she is bossy
 and definitely top chicken! Lolly, with the swollen 

underside is also doing well; the swelling is subsiding and she’s unbothered by it. 

Nothing wrong with Dora, she is hilarious, con
fident and spends most of her 

time climbing over the fence in pu
rsuit of plants (no one else has tried!). When 

she sees us coming she walks back to the gate ag
ain. Perhaps the most special, 

little Effie, is also going from strength to strength; s
he was so scrawny, but has 

gained loads of weight and her limp is much better. 

We started out with a house and run, but have graduated to an extremely large 

house and run and now a third of the garden fenced off, so they have rathe
r 

taken over our lives! W
e are delighted with them and seeing them unravel has 

been so touching. Adopting them has been a pleasure fro
m start to finish and we 

would certainly recommend you - it has all been so well organised and easy.

Keep up the good work! Kim x
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The sun shines… and the phones at 
the British Hen Welfare Trust ring! 
Over and over, just how we like it at 
‘Hen Central’. We have found 
homes for over 15,000 hens so far 
this year with plenty more due out 
in the coming summer months. 
We just have to start the column 
off with this fab letter (below) 
from Kim Reed, who specifically 
requested hens that needed a little 
extra TLC; this is Kim’s feedback 
on the recent adoption of Bessie, 
Lolly, Dora and Effie.
Feedback like this flows into Hen 
Central and it creates a great buzz 
in the office to know that so many 
people get so much pleasure from 
adopting our ex-bats!

Tracey Rawbone recently held a 
Free Range Friday for the charity, 
adapting the concept a little… 
Instead of selling a variety of 
cakes, she made her very own 
British Hen Welfare Trust cupcakes 
and sold boxes of four in her cake 
shop on every Friday in 
April! And just look 
at them! Tracey 
raised a hefty 
£110 and even 
sent an 
example of the 
cupcakes to 
Hen Central. 
They were 
delicious! 
Tracey told us: “I have 
decided to do a Free Range 
Friday every couple of months. I 
think Free Range Friday is a great 
idea and it’s been lovely to be a 
part of it.” Thank you so much 
Tracey, we really appreciate it.
We now enter anyone holding a 
Free Range Friday into a prize 

draw. Prizes so far 
have included posh 

chocs worth over 
£30, a beautiful 

watercolour of a hen of your 
choice, and £50 worth of M & S 
vouchers. If you are interested in 
holding a Free Range Friday on 
our behalf, get in touch with 
Naomi at naomi.oxborough@
bhwt.co.uk or call Naomi on 
01884 860084.

Long term supporter, hen lover, and bestselling author of romantic 
comedies Victoria Connelly very kindly set up her own JustGiving page 
at www.justgiving.com/Victoria-Connelly and asked supporters to 
donate £5 in return for an acknowledgement in her next e-book, A Year 
at Mulberry Cottage. What an eggsellent idea! This will be Victoria’s 
second in the series of ‘Mulberry Cottage’ books and features her own 
little flock of BHWT ex-bat hens: Dotty, Minnie, Alice, Mariette, Primrose 
and Little Flo. So far, Victoria’s page has raised £86 and the donations 
keep coming! Thank you so much Victoria and all those who appear in 
Mulberry cottage Part II!

‘Hello, it’s Hen Central...’ BHWT cupcakes? Yes please!

DID YOU KNOW? 
An adult male chicken is called a 
rooster or cock. An adult female 

chicken is called a hen. An 
immature male chicken is called 

a cockerel and an immature 
female chicken a pullet. And a 

chick is a newly hatched 
chicken! Confused? Yep, 

thought so. Well you could just 
refer to them as your lovely 

feathered friends; much easier!

Good eggs


